Warren Hastings in Lower Bengal.
he justifies his action by quoting  the example  of Sir  Robert Chambers.
In 1782 Impey was recalled, but he did uot leave ludia till the end of 1783. Here I take my leave of his Lordship. He was a wickedj grovelling sort of man, aud a disgrace to the Bench. It was not enough, apparently, that he should draw two large salaries, for he seems also to have dabbled in contracts, In a burlesque play-bill published in Hickey's Gazette, in June 1781, and which has been republished by a contributor to the Englishman, Sir Elijah is introduced under the name of the Venerable Poolbudy and is assigned the part of Judge JeSeries. I suspect that the real word is Pulbandi, and that the allusion is to Impey's supposed share in the contract for repairing embankments in Burdwan. Nominally this contract was held by Sir Elijah's cousin, Archibald Frazer. This gentleman had to give evidence about the contract before the House of Commons, and described himself there, with & Bengali-like particularity in such matters, as the son of the . brother of the mother of the said Sir Elijah, and as having lived in his family.
Impey's simple-minded son has written a defence of him, but all it proves is that Sir Elijah was an indulgent father. Mr. Impey had no knowledge of India and wrote very much at random, The defenders of Sir Elijah may ascribe all that Francis and Macaulay said of him to spite and prejudice, but they can hardly say this of Lord Cornwallis. He had no grudge against Sir Elijah, and he has always been accounted an honourable-minded gentleman. Yet he wrote as follows to Dundas in 1786 : *' I trust you will not send out Sir Elijah Impey. All parties and descriptions of them agree about Azw." Again in 1788 he wrote to Lord Sydney : " without entering into the merits of the case I am very sorry that things have gone so much against poor Hastings for he certainly has maoy amiable qualities. If you are .in the hanging mood you may tuck up Sir Elijah Impey without giving anybody the smallest concern/' I confess that it, is with a feeling of vindictive pleasure that one reads that when Sir Elijah stood for Stafford in 1790, the opposite party carried in their procession the effigy of a black man hanging on the gallows, and that this helped to defeat him.
The remainder of Hastings' career in Bengal may be briefly chronicled. In 1780 he had the duel with Francis which led to the latters retirement from India. In defending himself against the charge of rashness in exposing his life, Hastings wrote that;, if he had really been possessed of the trust (the charge of the Government) no consideration or provocation would have made him abandon it to ihe cUa&ce of a personal quarrel, but that in fact he was a mere